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A Repeat Funeral Service at Old Year’s End
Human remains received a second funeral at an unusual end of the year church service at East Belfast Mission today. The remains came from disused graveyard in East Belfast, which had previously been covered by the church car park after the buildings had been destroyed during World War 2. They were removed during an archaeological dig that is part of the site works for a major new community facility on the Newtownards Road, known as the Skainos Project.

Gary Mason, the Superintendent Minister of East Belfast Mission said, “We wanted to be as sensitive and dignified as possible in our recognition of these remains. We also wanted to do something meaningful before our existing church building is demolished early in the New Year.”

The funeral service, which saw five hearses outside EBM church in the fading light at the end of the year was facilitated at no cost by James Brown & Sons, Funeral Directors, based on the Newtownards Road.

“The involvement of the Brown family with East Belfast Mission dates back to 1923 when it was Newtownards Road Methodist Church”, said James Brown, the Managing Director. “At that time, my grandfather, James Brown, started a tradition for our family of putting something back into the East Belfast community. I see our support of the Skainos Project, as a continuation of this work, and am particularly pleased that our business has the skills to deal with this sensitive re-interment. To be able to assist the community in this way is particularly gratifying.”
At the end of the first phase of the archaeology more than 100 human remains have been discovered, only one of which has been identified. She was Elizabeth Owens, a 62 year old woman who ran a grocery store and who died of bronchitis in 1892.

“Her coffin was remarkably intact given it’s age” said Glenn Jordan the director of the Skainos Project. “It had a brass plate on the lid with her name and date of death. Since then we’ve been able to learn that she ran a local greengrocer’s shop from her home on the Newtownards Road and was survived by at least two sons”, he said.

All the remains exhumed will be re-interred on the site.
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Notes for Editors
The Skainos project is an ambitious urban regeneration project in East Belfast that has emerged from the work of East Belfast Mission. The new space will provide a new church and community space, a homeless shelter, Youth work and work with the elderly. The current employment and job creation programmes will be expanded and an educational campus of the Belfast Metropolitan college will also be on site.  There will also be café and retail space and social and private housing.

A central feature of the Skainos Project is a new civic square for Belfast, in what will be a new street in East Belfast, untouched by the history of the Troubles and providing shared space for all communities. 

Construction is scheduled to begin in April 2010 with a completion date in February 2012 at East Belfast Mission – 239 Newtownards Road Belfast.

Funding for the project is provided by the Department for Social Development (DSD), the International Fund for Ireland (IFI), the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) Peace III Programme and East Belfast Mission.
There are no extant records on who and how many were buried on the site. It is believed that any documents were destroyed during the blitz in 1941 when East Belfast Mission was completely destroyed.

Interviewees 

Rev Dr Gary Mason is the Superintendent Minister of East Belfast Mission and the Chair of Skainos Ltd. He can talk about the history of the graveyard and of the Methodist congregation which has been on the site since 1826. 

James Brown is Managing Director of Funeral Services Northern Ireland Ltd, part of the Co-operative Group. James Brown & Sons was founded in 1904.

Glenn Jordan is the Director of the Skainos Project. He can talk about the EBM vision for the area and the difference that Skainos will make.
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